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Weekend at the Louvre Abu Dhabi

Perched where the Arabian Sea meets the Abu Dhabi island of Saadiyat, the Louvre Abu Dhabi presents a
modern and expertly curated museum experience second to none in this world.

While comparisons are expected to its namesake in Paris, the relationship is more of an exploratory extension,
reaching beyond, rather than a repetition and attempt to bask in the older brother’s limelight.

In other words, the Louvre Abu Dhabi stands on its own merits, with an architectural splendor and interior
design of creative spaces that is world class.

Visitors are invited to progress through the exhibition in chronological order, from ancient to modern times,

and a narrative app allows for use of their own phone as guide.
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The exhibition halls are marvelous in their use of natural light and spaces...
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.. all the best to highlight the exhibits on display.
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One of the main takeaways was the wide, open-minded, eclectic selection of artefacts, spanning not only the
breadth of time, but also origins, materials, styles, and functions - no doubt serving as a reflection of Abu
Dhabi as a world destination of many cultures living together in a tolerant human society.
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Besides the stunning exhibitions, the hallways very cleverly morphed to present a passageway seemingly

designed specifically for the artefacts:

from immense halls filled with awe,
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to lower expanses for horizontal observation,
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to open spaces for viewing pleasure and reflection,
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as well as chances to get up real close to examine the work intimately.

copyright Paolo Rossetti, ask first for reproduction of contents (text, photos, etc.) - prossett@weekenduae.com
| 20


https://weekenduae.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/weekenduae-Louvre-Abu-Dhabi-4-scaled.jpg

Weekend at the Louvre Abu Dhabi

Along the way are magical nooks and crannies, and views to the outside through windows such as these

below...

copyright Paolo Rossetti, ask first for reproduction of contents (text, photos, etc.) - prossett@weekenduae.com
| 21


https://weekenduae.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/weekenduae-Louvre-Abu-Dhabi-6-scaled.jpg

Weekend at the Louvre Abu Dhabi

copyright Paolo Rossetti, ask first for reproduction of contents (text, photos, etc.) - prossett@weekenduae.com
| 22


https://weekenduae.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/weekenduae-Louvre-Abu-Dhabi-22-scaled.jpg

Weekend at the Louvre Abu Dhabi

Until you reach the exterior halls, a natural part of the museum experience at the Louvre Abu Dhabi.
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And I'll leave you with my favorite piece from this visit (I'm sure my next visit will result in a new favorite!),

which not only caught my eye from a distance, and drew me in aesthetically; but then as the materials and
intention of the artist became evident, my interest turned to affection - can you imagine the stories of life that
these pots have heard?
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These pots were used to cook a traditional
goat stew. Blackened by use over the fire,

they retain the marks of their past but also
the imprint of the stories told during meal-

times in the nomadic tradition. Maha Mullah
has transformed the pots into a visual poem
in tribute to classical Arab poetry.

Ces pots servaient a cuire un ragodt de
cht_wreau traditionnel. Noircis par le feu des
cuissons, ils gardent I'empreinte de leur

“histoire, mais aussi de celles qui se racontent
ctj.ura-r_'.t le dans la tradition nomade.

Miaha Malluh les transforme en poéme
visuel en

fisuel hommage a la poésie arahe
classique
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Food for Thought — Al Muallagat
Nourriture pour I’esprit -
Al Muallagat

Saudi Arabia, Riyadh, 2013
Maha Malluh (Riyadh, 1959)

Overall, the Louvre Abu Dhabi puts the UAE capital city on the map of global art and culture, with a unique
style of building architecture blended with modern museum practicality of design, combining beauty and

convenience to offer a memorable visit for all.
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